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Presentation structure

BRICS

• The financial origins

• The political phenomenon  

• Theoretical implications   



From financial to political phenomenon

• Extensive empirical coverage on the economic reasoning behind the

expansion of the BRICS grouping (Armijo, 2007; Armijo & Roberts, 2014;

Cheng et al., 2007; Keohane, 2011; etc).

• The BRICS configuration has transformed from an artificial construct to

project a manufactured common sense of representing global South’s

interests.

• Yet, what or who exactly constitutes BRICS is little understood.





Problem-solving approach
• Numerous scholarships emphasise the economic prowess, military

capacity, or geopolitical influence of the five countries in the South
(Agtmael, 2012; Becker, 2014; Brutsch & Papa, 2013; Collins, 2013; Jain,
2006; Thakur, 2014; etc).

• Other scholarships attribute the political dimension of the grouping as a
rational and strategic means of securitisation to counter American
unilateralist policies (Fourcade, 2013; Babb, 2013; Ferchen, 2013; Ban &
Blyth, 2013; Mielniczuk 2013; Kaya 2015; etc).

• In summary, scholarships embedded in neoliberal or neorealist frameworks
highlight the five countries’ degree of integration into the world economy
rather than discuss the configuration's aptitude to transform it (Burges,
2013; Coning et al., 2014; Glosny, 2011; Narlikar, 2013, etc).



Robert Cox’s critical theory

• Critical theory is ‘critical in the sense that it stands apart from the prevailing

order of the world and asks how that order came about’ (Cox, 1981, p. 129).

• The aim of critical theory is to question existing social and power relations

and the institutions into which they are organised.

• Coxian-inspired theoretical analysis of semi-peripheries is neglected

(Farrands, 2002; Moore, 2009; Worth, 2009).



Final remarks: Why revert to Gramsci 
• The material capabilities of semi-peripheries are overstretched and the configuration’s

internal dynamics are being neglected .

• Dominant classes (groups from above and the middle) are exploiting their hegemonic

position to manufacture the common sense of representing the global South’s

interests.

• In reality, groups from below claim their discourse is being appropriated by the

groups from above and the middle.

• Reverting to Gramsci’s concepts such as integral state, passive revolution or common

sense enables to explore the role of social forces of an extra-economic nature.
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