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- Introduction 

- Follow up: Advice and Thesis 

- Part 1: Quality of pre-primary education 

- Part 2: Learner centered teaching in pre-primary schools  
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Part 1: Quality of pre-primary education 

- Theoretical background 

- Research methods 

- Important findings & Advice  



Theoretical background 

- Importance of early childhood education 

What is quality? 

- Structural quality 

- Process quality 

Who is involved? 

- Policy makers 

- Teachers 



Research method 

- 10 schools (public and private) 

- Stakeholders: ECCEA, MIE, teachers and assistant coordinators 

 

 

Quality of the NCF Document analysis, interviews 

Use of the NCF Observations, interviews 

Quality of the daily practices Observations, interviews 



Research instruments (1) 



Research instruments (2) 



Research instruments (3) 



Important findings & Advice (1) 

What is the quality of the National Curriculum Framework for pre-primary 

education? 

+ In line with recent theories 

+ Freedom in using the NCF 

+ Description of the relationship between teacher and child 

- Description of play 

- Assessment 

More important: How is it seen in pre-primary schools? 

 

 

 



Important findings & Advice (2) 

How is the National Curriculum Framework used in the daily practices of pre-

primary schools? 

+ Use it for guidance (“Bible”) 

+ Planning of activities 

- Holistic development in planning (integrated approach) 

- How to assess your daily practices? 

 



Important findings & Advice (3) 

What is the quality of pre-primary education?  

+ Space, furnishings, facilities 

+ Safety and Health practices 

- Physical education 

- Free play 

- Individual needs of the child (autonomy, relation and competence) 

  

 



Part 2: Learner centered teaching in pre-
primary schools 

- Theoretical background 

- Research methods 

- Findings 

- Recommendations 



Theoretical background 

- Learner centered teaching 

- Ecological system 

 

 

 

*Bronfenbrenner, U. (1986). Ecology of the family as a context for human development: Research perspectives. Developmental psychology, 22(6), 723. 

*Weimer, M. (2012). Five characteristics of learner-centered teaching. Faculty Focus. 

 



Teacher centered classroom 



Learner centered classroom 





Research questions 

- Do the classes provide a learner centred teaching style? 

- What are the teachers’ views on learner centered teaching? 

- What are the parents’ views on learner centered teaching? 

- Are the parents’ views, teachers’ views and daily practices regarding learner 

centred teaching in line with each other? 

 



Method 

•Observations (10 schools) 

•Questionnaires (41 participants) 

•Interviews  (7 teachers) 

•Focus groups (25 parents) 

 







Results observation 

- Mixed methods 

- Difference private schools and public schools 

 



Results observation 

- Happy children 

- Instruction in small groups 

- Several playing materials in the classroom 

- Themes 

 



Results observation: public schools 

- Use of class time determined by the teacher 

- Activities were teacher led 

- No/not much free play 

- Not much moving around 

- Factual questions 

- Separated per age group 

 



Results observation: Private schools 

- Learner centered 

- Teacher centered 



Interviews      
 Focus groups 
With teachers     With 
parents 

- Learner centered view     - Learner 

centered view 

- Use of the curriculum     - Differences per 

area 

- Pressure of primary school 

- Pressure from parents 

 

High emphasis on manners/respect/discipline 

 



Recommendations 

- Guidance on how to specifically apply the learner centered teaching style 

- Primary schools 

- Include parents in the process 

- Look at the teaching style in private schools 

 



Recommendations 

- Include more free play and learning through play in the classroom 

- Give children the possibility to be creative 

- Ask different kind of questions during the day 

- Include the children in the determination of the class time 

- Let the children work together 

 



Discussion & Questions 


